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Champlain’s	
  Last	
  Journal	
  

Written	
  by	
  Julia	
  Miller	
  

OVERVIEW	
  

Students	
  will	
  use	
  the	
  knowledge	
  of	
  Champlain’s	
  life	
  they	
  gain	
  from	
  the	
  film,	
  web	
  site	
  and	
  his	
  
journals	
  to	
  write	
  what	
  they	
  imagine	
  Champlain	
  might	
  have	
  written	
  as	
  his	
  “last”	
  journal	
  entry,	
  if	
  
he	
  had	
  perished	
  in	
  the	
  Ontario	
  wilderness	
  in	
  November	
  1615.	
  	
  	
  

WHY	
  IS	
  THIS	
  AN	
  IMPORTANT	
  CONCEPT?	
  

Students	
  will	
  use	
  critical	
  thinking	
  skills,	
  and	
  creative	
  writing	
  skills	
  to	
  answer	
  the	
  following	
  
essential	
  questions:	
  

How	
  did	
  Samuel	
  de	
  Champlain’s	
  writings	
  depict	
  his	
  experiences?	
  	
  Were	
  his	
  observations	
  
biased	
  or	
  objective?	
  	
  Did	
  he	
  reveal	
  anything	
  about	
  himself	
  in	
  his	
  writing?	
  

GRADE	
  LEVEL:	
  	
  7-­‐12	
  ELA/SOCIAL	
  STUDIES	
  

TIME	
  REQUIRED:	
  	
  1-­‐3	
  class	
  periods	
  
	
  
OBJECTIVES:	
  	
  

• Read	
  and	
  follow	
  written	
  directions	
  and	
  procedures	
  to	
  solve	
  problems	
  and	
  accomplish	
  
tasks	
  

• Build	
  background	
  knowledge	
  by	
  activating	
  prior	
  knowledge	
  through	
  questioning	
  what	
  
students	
  already	
  know	
  about	
  the	
  form	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  story	
  is	
  presented	
  and	
  the	
  period	
  in	
  
which	
  it	
  was	
  written	
  

• Read,	
  view,	
  and	
  respond	
  independently	
  to	
  literary	
  works	
  that	
  represent	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  
social,	
  historical	
  and	
  cultural	
  perspectives	
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• Monitor	
  their	
  own	
  comprehension	
  by	
  questioning,	
  reviewing,	
  revising	
  and	
  rereading	
  to	
  
enhance	
  overall	
  comprehension	
  

• Select,	
  reject,	
  and	
  reconcile	
  ideas	
  and	
  information	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  biases	
  
• Use	
  both	
  primary	
  and	
  secondary	
  sources	
  of	
  information	
  for	
  research	
  
• Analyze	
  and	
  integrate	
  data,	
  facts,	
  and	
  ideas	
  to	
  communicate	
  information	
  
• Write	
  original	
  literary	
  texts	
  to	
  create	
  social,	
  historical,	
  and/or	
  cultural	
  context	
  

	
  
MEDIA	
  RESOURCES:	
  

• Dead	
  Reckoning	
  ~	
  Champlain	
  in	
  America	
  website	
  -­‐	
  http://www.champlaininamerica.org	
  	
  	
  
• Clip	
  from	
  the	
  Mountain	
  Lake	
  PBS	
  film,	
  Dead	
  Reckoning	
  ∼ 	
  Champlain	
  in	
  America,	
  located	
  

at	
  Loughborough	
  Lake	
  in	
  the	
  1615	
  journey	
  section	
  of	
  the	
  map	
  in	
  the	
  Champlain	
  in	
  
America	
  website	
  –	
  http://www.champlaininamerica.org/thejourney	
  

• Excerpt	
  from:	
  Sir	
  John	
  Franklin’s	
  journals	
  and	
  correspondence:	
  the	
  first	
  Arctic	
  land	
  
expedition,	
  1819-­‐1822	
  

• The	
  script	
  of	
  Mountain	
  Lake	
  PBS	
  film,	
  Dead	
  Reckoning	
  ~	
  Champlain	
  in	
  America	
  –	
  
http://www.champlaininamerica.org/behindthescenes/script	
  
	
  	
  

MATERIALS:	
  

• Graphic	
  organizer	
  
• English	
  translation	
  of	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  Champlain	
  becoming	
  lost	
  in	
  the	
  woods	
  from	
  

Champlain’s	
  Journals,	
  Vol.	
  3	
  	
  
• (optional)	
  USB	
  voice	
  recorder	
  –	
  like	
  Olympus	
  WS-­‐110	
  digital	
  voice	
  recorder	
  
• Assignment	
  Sheet	
  
• Assessment	
  rubric	
  

BEFORE	
  THE	
  LESSON:	
  

• Students	
  should	
  have	
  previously	
  viewed	
  the	
  entire	
  film,	
  Dead	
  Reckoning	
  ~	
  Champlain	
  in	
  
America	
  

• Students	
  should	
  have	
  individual	
  computer	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  internet	
  and	
  word	
  processing	
  
software	
  

THE	
  LESSON	
  	
  

PART	
  I:	
  	
  LEARNING	
  ACTIVITY	
  

1. Begin	
  the	
  lesson	
  in	
  the	
  computer	
  lab	
  or	
  other	
  location	
  with	
  enough	
  computers	
  for	
  
students	
  to	
  work	
  individually.	
  	
  Students	
  should	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  website	
  that	
  accompanies	
  
Mountain	
  Lake	
  PBS	
  film,	
  Dead	
  Reckoning	
  ~	
  Champlain	
  in	
  America	
  
http://www.champlaininamerica.org	
  
	
  
The	
  Educators	
  section	
  of	
  the	
  website	
  will	
  allow	
  students	
  to	
  view:	
  

• video	
  clips	
  from	
  the	
  film	
  	
  
• an	
  interactive	
  map	
  based	
  on	
  Champlain’s	
  voyages	
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• a	
  timeline	
  of	
  Champlain’s	
  life	
  and	
  times	
  
• video	
  presentations	
  of	
  music	
  from	
  the	
  period	
  
• scholar	
  interviews	
  
• resources	
  for	
  further	
  research	
  
• a	
  blog	
  where	
  students	
  may	
  post	
  their	
  work	
  

	
  
2. Accessing	
  the	
  interactive	
  map	
  in	
  The	
  Journey	
  section	
  of	
  the	
  website,	
  students	
  should	
  

choose	
  a	
  year	
  to	
  explore	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  voyages	
  of	
  Samuel	
  de	
  Champlain,	
  and	
  fill	
  in	
  the	
  
graphic	
  organizer	
  about	
  Champlain.	
  	
  
	
  

3. The	
  script	
  of	
  the	
  film	
  is	
  another	
  valuable	
  resource	
  during	
  this	
  information-­‐gathering	
  
process.	
  	
  Students	
  could	
  review	
  the	
  segments	
  of	
  the	
  film	
  using	
  the	
  script	
  and	
  focus	
  on	
  
Champlain’s	
  words	
  as	
  depicted	
  in	
  the	
  film.	
  	
  The	
  script	
  is	
  available	
  at	
  
www.champlaininamerica.org/beindthescenes/script	
  
	
  

4. Students	
  should	
  navigate	
  to	
  the	
  online	
  version	
  of	
  Champlain’s	
  Journals	
  at	
  The	
  
Champlain	
  Society’s	
  Digital	
  Collection	
  	
  	
  
http://link.library.utoronto.ca/champlain/search_results.cfm?lang=eng&query=samuel
%20AND%20de%20AND%20champlain&searchtype=Author&limit=All&Idno=9_96823	
  
	
  

5. 	
  Students	
  should	
  browse	
  and	
  read	
  several	
  pages	
  of	
  the	
  journal	
  from	
  various	
  chapters	
  to	
  
get	
  a	
  feel	
  for	
  Champlain’s	
  voice	
  and	
  style	
  of	
  writing.	
  	
  The	
  excerpt	
  from	
  Vol.	
  3	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  
example	
  of	
  Champlain’s	
  detached	
  style	
  of	
  writing	
  about	
  disturbing	
  events.	
  
	
  

6. To	
  compare	
  writing	
  styles,	
  students	
  may	
  also	
  want	
  to	
  read	
  a	
  few	
  pages	
  of	
  other	
  
explorers,	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  Journals	
  of	
  Sir	
  John	
  Franklin,	
  arctic	
  explorer	
  in	
  the	
  1800’s.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  
located	
  in	
  the	
  Digital	
  Collection	
  of	
  The	
  Champlain	
  Society	
  at	
  	
  
http://link.library.utoronto.ca/champlain/DigObj.cfm?Idno=9_96852&lang=eng&Page=0
338&Size=3&query=Sir%20John%20Franklin's%20journals%20and%20correspondence:
%20the%20first%20Arctic%20land%20expedition,%201819-­‐
1822&browsetype=Title&startrow=1&Limit=All	
  	
  
	
  

7. Points	
  to	
  discuss	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  two	
  explorers’	
  writing	
  styles:	
  
• How	
  does	
  Champlain	
  describe	
  his	
  experience	
  of	
  being	
  lost	
  in	
  the	
  Ontario	
  woods	
  

in	
  1615?	
  	
  
• How	
  does	
  Franklin	
  describe	
  the	
  cold	
  during	
  his	
  journal	
  entry	
  from	
  October	
  27,	
  

1821?	
  (pg	
  213)	
  
• How	
  are	
  these	
  two	
  descriptions	
  the	
  same	
  and	
  how	
  are	
  they	
  different?	
  
• What	
  does	
  the	
  style	
  of	
  writing	
  tell	
  you	
  about	
  the	
  perception	
  or	
  attitude	
  each	
  

man	
  had	
  about	
  what	
  he	
  observed?	
  
• Which	
  style	
  makes	
  you	
  feel	
  more	
  like	
  you	
  are	
  “there?”	
  	
  Which	
  one	
  do	
  you	
  

prefer?	
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PART	
  II:	
  	
  ASSESSMENT	
  

8. Once	
  students	
  have	
  assembled	
  information	
  about	
  Champlain	
  and	
  his	
  Journals	
  on	
  the	
  
graphic	
  organizer,	
  distribute	
  the	
  assignment	
  sheet	
  and	
  go	
  over	
  the	
  instructions.	
  
	
  

9. Students	
  should	
  word	
  process	
  their	
  version	
  of	
  Champlain’s	
  Last	
  Journal	
  —	
  perhaps	
  using	
  
a	
  font	
  such	
  as	
  Blackadder.	
  	
  An	
  optional	
  exercise	
  in	
  production	
  would	
  be	
  to	
  
produce	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  journal	
  in	
  pen	
  and	
  ink	
  as	
  Champlain	
  would	
  have	
  done.	
  
	
  

10. Use	
  the	
  rubric	
  to	
  assess	
  each	
  journal.	
  

An	
  interesting	
  and	
  more	
  technical	
  production	
  technique	
  would	
  be	
  to	
  have	
  students	
  produce	
  
podcasts	
  of	
  oral	
  readings	
  of	
  their	
  journal	
  entries.	
  	
  For	
  information	
  about	
  podcasts,	
  see	
  sites	
  
such	
  as	
  http://learninginhand.com/podcasting/create.html.	
  	
  	
  

Easy	
  podcasts,	
  to	
  post	
  on	
  teacher	
  websites,	
  can	
  be	
  done	
  using	
  a	
  USB	
  voice	
  recorder	
  –	
  like	
  
Olympus	
  WS-­‐110	
  256	
  MB	
  Digital	
  voice	
  recorder	
  (available	
  for	
  about	
  $60	
  at	
  retail	
  electronics	
  
stores)–	
  which	
  produces	
  instant	
  .wma	
  files.	
  	
  These	
  files	
  can	
  be	
  loaded	
  and	
  linked	
  to	
  web	
  pages	
  
without	
  the	
  added	
  steps	
  of	
  an	
  RSS	
  feed.	
  

RELEVANT	
  STANDARDS:	
  	
  

National	
  Standards	
  for	
  Language	
  Arts	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.1	
  READING	
  FOR	
  PERSPECTIVE	
  	
  
Students	
  read	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  print	
  and	
  non-­‐print	
  texts	
  to	
  build	
  an	
  understanding	
  of	
  texts,	
  
of	
  themselves,	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  cultures	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  and	
  the	
  world;	
  to	
  acquire	
  new	
  
information;	
  to	
  respond	
  to	
  the	
  needs	
  and	
  demands	
  of	
  society	
  and	
  the	
  workplace;	
  and	
  for	
  
personal	
  fulfillment.	
  	
  Among	
  these	
  texts	
  are	
  fiction	
  and	
  nonfiction,	
  classic	
  and	
  
contemporary	
  works.	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.2	
  UNDERSTANDING	
  THE	
  HUMAN	
  EXPERIENCE	
  	
  
Students	
  read	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  literature	
  from	
  many	
  periods	
  in	
  many	
  genres	
  to	
  build	
  an	
  
understanding	
  of	
  the	
  many	
  dimensions	
  (e.g.,	
  philosophical,	
  ethical,	
  aesthetic)	
  of	
  human	
  
experience.	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.3	
  EVALUATION	
  STRATEGIES	
  	
  
Students	
  apply	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  strategies	
  to	
  comprehend,	
  interpret,	
  evaluate,	
  and	
  
appreciate	
  texts.	
  	
  They	
  draw	
  on	
  their	
  prior	
  experience,	
  their	
  interactions	
  with	
  other	
  readers	
  
and	
  writers,	
  their	
  knowledge	
  of	
  word	
  meaning	
  and	
  of	
  other	
  texts,	
  their	
  word	
  identification	
  
strategies,	
  and	
  their	
  understanding	
  of	
  textual	
  features	
  (e.g.,	
  sound-­‐letter	
  correspondence,	
  
sentence	
  structure,	
  context,	
  graphics).	
  
	
  	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.4	
  COMMUNICATION	
  SKILLS	
  Students	
  adjust	
  their	
  use	
  of	
  spoken,	
  written,	
  and	
  
visual	
  language	
  (e.g.,	
  conventions,	
  style,	
  vocabulary)	
  to	
  communicate	
  effectively	
  with	
  a	
  
variety	
  of	
  audiences	
  and	
  for	
  different	
  purposes.	
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NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.5	
  COMMUNICATION	
  STRATEGIES	
  	
  
Students	
  employ	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  strategies	
  as	
  they	
  write	
  and	
  use	
  different	
  writing	
  process	
  
elements	
  appropriately	
  to	
  communicate	
  with	
  different	
  audiences	
  for	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  purposes.	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.6	
  APPLYING	
  KNOWLEDGE	
  	
  
Students	
  apply	
  knowledge	
  of	
  language	
  structure,	
  language	
  conventions	
  (e.g.,	
  spelling	
  and	
  
punctuation),	
  media	
  techniques,	
  figurative	
  language,	
  and	
  genre	
  to	
  create,	
  critique,	
  and	
  
discuss	
  print	
  and	
  non-­‐print	
  texts.	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.7	
  EVALUATING	
  DATA	
  	
  
Students	
  conduct	
  research	
  on	
  issues	
  and	
  interests	
  by	
  generating	
  ideas	
  and	
  questions,	
  and	
  
by	
  posing	
  problems.	
  	
  They	
  gather,	
  evaluate,	
  and	
  synthesize	
  data	
  from	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  sources	
  
(e.g.,	
  print	
  and	
  non-­‐print	
  texts,	
  artifacts,	
  people)	
  to	
  communicate	
  their	
  discoveries	
  in	
  ways	
  
that	
  suit	
  their	
  purpose	
  and	
  audience.	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.8	
  DEVELOPING	
  RESEARCH	
  SKILLS	
  	
  
Students	
  use	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  technological	
  and	
  information	
  resources	
  (e.g.,	
  libraries,	
  databases,	
  
computer	
  networks,	
  video)	
  to	
  gather	
  and	
  synthesize	
  information	
  and	
  to	
  create	
  and	
  
communicate	
  knowledge.	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.9	
  MULTICULTURAL	
  UNDERSTANDING	
  	
  
Students	
  develop	
  an	
  understanding	
  of	
  and	
  respect	
  for	
  diversity	
  in	
  language	
  use,	
  patterns,	
  
and	
  dialects	
  across	
  cultures,	
  ethnic	
  groups,	
  geographic	
  regions,	
  and	
  social	
  roles.	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.11	
  PARTICIPATING	
  IN	
  SOCIETY	
  	
  
Students	
  participate	
  as	
  knowledgeable,	
  reflective,	
  creative,	
  and	
  critical	
  members	
  of	
  a	
  
variety	
  of	
  literacy	
  communities.	
  
	
  
NL-­‐ENG.K-­‐12.12	
  APPLYING	
  LANGUAGE	
  SKILLS	
  	
  
Students	
  use	
  spoken,	
  written,	
  and	
  visual	
  language	
  to	
  accomplish	
  their	
  own	
  purposes	
  (e.g.,	
  
for	
  learning,	
  enjoyment,	
  persuasion,	
  and	
  the	
  exchange	
  of	
  information).	
  
	
  
NYSED	
  Learning	
  Standards	
  for	
  English	
  Language	
  Arts	
  

Standard	
  1:	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  read,	
  write,	
  listen,	
  and	
  speak	
  for	
  information	
  and	
  understanding.	
  	
  
As	
  listeners	
  and	
  readers,	
  students	
  will	
  collect	
  data,	
  facts,	
  and	
  ideas	
  discover	
  relationships,	
  
concepts,	
  and	
  generalizations;	
  and	
  use	
  knowledge	
  generated	
  from	
  oral,	
  written,	
  and	
  
electronically	
  produced	
  texts.	
  	
  As	
  speakers	
  and	
  writers,	
  they	
  will	
  use	
  oral	
  and	
  written	
  
language	
  to	
  acquire,	
  interpret,	
  apply,	
  and	
  transmit	
  information.	
  
	
  
Standard	
  2:	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  read,	
  write,	
  listen,	
  and	
  speak	
  for	
  literary	
  response	
  and	
  
expression.	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  read	
  and	
  listen	
  to	
  oral,	
  written	
  and	
  electronically	
  produced	
  texts	
  
and	
  performances,	
  relate	
  texts	
  and	
  performances	
  to	
  their	
  own	
  lives,	
  and	
  develop	
  an	
  



	
  
Lesson	
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understanding	
  of	
  the	
  diverse	
  social,	
  historical,	
  and	
  cultural	
  dimensions	
  the	
  texts	
  and	
  
performances	
  represent.	
  	
  As	
  speakers	
  and	
  writers,	
  students	
  will	
  use	
  oral	
  and	
  written	
  
language	
  for	
  self-­‐expression	
  and	
  artistic	
  creation.	
  

Standard	
  3:	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  read,	
  write,	
  listen,	
  and	
  speak	
  for	
  critical	
  analysis	
  and	
  evaluation.	
  	
  
As	
  listeners	
  and	
  readers,	
  students	
  will	
  analyze	
  experiences,	
  ideas,	
  information,	
  and	
  issues	
  
presented	
  by	
  others	
  using	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  established	
  criteria.	
  	
  As	
  speakers	
  and	
  writers,	
  they	
  
will	
  present,	
  in	
  oral	
  and	
  written	
  language	
  and	
  from	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  perspectives,	
  their	
  opinions	
  
and	
  judgments	
  on	
  experiences,	
  ideas,	
  information	
  and	
  issues.	
  
	
  
Standard	
  4:	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  read,	
  write,	
  listen,	
  and	
  speak	
  for	
  social	
  interaction.	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  
use	
  oral	
  and	
  written	
  language	
  for	
  effective	
  social	
  communication	
  with	
  a	
  wide	
  variety	
  of	
  
people.	
  	
  As	
  readers	
  and	
  listeners,	
  they	
  will	
  use	
  the	
  social	
  communications	
  of	
  others	
  to	
  
enrich	
  their	
  understanding	
  of	
  people	
  and	
  their	
  views.	
  
	
  
Performance	
  Indicators	
  for	
  specific	
  grade	
  levels	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  at	
  
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/ela/elarg.html	
  	
  
	
  
NYSED	
  Learning	
  Standards	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  
	
  
Standard	
  1,	
  Key	
  Idea	
  4	
  	
  
The	
  skills	
  of	
  historical	
  analysis	
  include	
  the	
  ability	
  to:	
  explain	
  the	
  significance	
  of	
  historical	
  
evidence;	
  weigh	
  the	
  importance,	
  reliability,	
  and	
  validity	
  of	
  evidence;	
  understand	
  the	
  
concept	
  of	
  multiple	
  causation;	
  understand	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  changing	
  and	
  competing	
  
interpretations	
  of	
  different	
  historical	
  developments.	
  
	
  
Standard	
  2,	
  Key	
  Idea	
  1	
  	
  
The	
  study	
  of	
  world	
  history	
  requires	
  an	
  understanding	
  of	
  world	
  cultures	
  and	
  civilizations,	
  
including	
  an	
  analysis	
  of	
  important	
  ideas,	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  values,	
  beliefs,	
  and	
  traditions.	
  	
  
This	
  study	
  also	
  examines	
  the	
  human	
  condition	
  and	
  the	
  connections	
  and	
  interactions	
  of	
  
people	
  across	
  time	
  and	
  space	
  and	
  the	
  ways	
  different	
  people	
  view	
  the	
  same	
  event	
  or	
  issue	
  
from	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  perspectives.	
  
	
  
Standard	
  2,	
  Key	
  Idea	
  2	
  	
  
Establishing	
  timeframes,	
  exploring	
  different	
  periods,	
  examining	
  themes	
  across	
  time	
  and	
  
within	
  cultures,	
  and	
  focusing	
  on	
  important	
  turning	
  points	
  in	
  world	
  history	
  help	
  organize	
  the	
  
study	
  of	
  world	
  cultures	
  and	
  civilizations.	
  
	
  
Performance	
  Indicators	
  for	
  specific	
  grade	
  levels	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  at	
  
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/ssrg.html	
  



Graphic Organizer: Notes for Champlain’s Last Journal 

LOCATION of Voyage 
(describe each place/people below the name) 

What Champlain did 
(notes from web site and film) 

What Champlain said 
(notes from Journals and film) 

Tadoussac 
PLACE 
 
 
PEOPLE 

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

  

Quebec 
PLACE 
 
 
PEOPLE 

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

  

Lake Champlain 
PLACE 
 
 
PEOPLE 

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

  

Montreal 
PLACE 
 
 
PEOPLE 

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

  

Allumette Islands 
PLACE 
 
 
PEOPLE 

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

  

Huronia 
PLACE 
 
 
PEOPLE 

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

  

  



  
English __              Unit Name 
Semester         Teacher  
 

Champlain’s Last Journal 

ASSIGNED:   
DUE:   
 
PURPOSE:  To combine the knowledge gathered about Samuel de Champlain and his voyages in New France 

from 1603-1616 into a single creative writing piece. 
 
OBJECTIVES / STANDARDS: 

 Read and follow written directions and procedures to solve problems and accomplish tasks 

 Build background knowledge by activating prior knowledge through questioning what they already 
know about the form in which the story is presented and the period in which it was written 

 Read, view, and respond independently to literary works that represent a range of social, historical, 
and cultural perspectives 

 Monitor their own comprehension by questioning, reviewing, revising, and rereading to enhance 
overall comprehension 

 Select, reject, and reconcile ideas and information in light of biases 

 Use both primary and secondary sources of information for research 

 Analyze and integrate data, facts, and ideas to communicate information 

 Write original literary texts to create social, historical, and/or cultural context 
 
AUDIENCE:  anyone interested in the subject 
 
TASK:  The film Dead Reckoning ~ Champlain in America begins and ends with Champlain lost in the 
wilderness of Ontario in 1615.  Champlain did not die in the forest that day, but there may have been a 
moment when he thought he might.  Since Champlain was an avid recorder of his travels and experiences, 
he would have wanted to write down his last thoughts in that one bleak moment—to record his last 
adventure.  Imagine that you are Samuel de Champlain, lost in the forest and reflect upon your experiences 
in one last journal entry.  Study Champlain’s writing style, his voyages and accomplishments, and 
incorporate at least one item from each of the six places on your graphic organizer into a journal entry.  You 
may wish to include some of what you imagine Champlain’s thoughts to be, his regrets, his dreams, his 
proudest moments, etc.  Be sure to use correct grammar, spelling, etc. but feel free to produce your journal 

entry in a font that looks like handwriting.  For extra credit, you can even produce another copy of your 

journal in pen and ink, or make an oral podcast reading of your piece. 
 
PROCESS:   
 Watch the film and visit the web site 
 Read some of Champlain’s journals (and compare them to another explorer’s journals) 
 Complete the graphic organizer  
 Write a journal entry based on what you learned 
 Hand in your journal on time 

 
PRODUCT(S):   
 Complete graphic organizer 
 Journal entry (word-processed) 
 Optional podcast or pen and ink version 

 
ASSESSMENT:  Journal Rubric 

















Name __________________________________________________________ 

Assessment Rubric for Champlain’s Last Journal 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Historical Accuracy  All historical 
information 
appeared to be 
accurate and in 
chronological order.  

Almost all historical 
information 
appeared to be 
accurate and in 
chronological order.  

Most of the 
historical 
information was 
accurate and in 
chronological order.  

Very little of the 
historical 
information was 
accurate and/or in 
chronological order.  

Role  Point-of-view was 
consistently in 
character.  

Point-of-view was 
often in character.  

Point-of-view was 
sometimes in 
character.  

Point-of-view was 
rarely in character.  

Required Elements  Student included 
more information 
than was required.  

Student included all 
information that 
was required.  

Student included 
most information 
that was required.  

Student included 
less information 
than was required.  

Adding Personality 
(Voice)  

The writer seems to 
be writing from 
knowledge or 
experience. The 
author has taken the 
ideas and made 
them "his own."  

The writer seems to 
be drawing on 
knowledge or 
experience, but 
there is some lack of 
ownership of the 
topic.  

The writer relates 
some of his own 
knowledge or 
experience, but it 
adds nothing to the 
discussion of the 
topic.  

The writer has not 
tried to transform 
the information in a 
personal way. The 
ideas and the way 
they are expressed 
seem to belong to 
someone else.  

Grammar & Spelling 
(Conventions)  

Writer makes no 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.  

Writer makes 1-2 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.  

Writer makes 3-4 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.  

Writer makes more 
than 4 errors in 
grammar or spelling 
that distract the 
reader from the 
content.  

 

20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

100 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0 
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